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DREAMLAND FIRE MARGATE
English Heritage was saddened to hear of the fire that has seriously damaged a large section of the historic Scenic Railway on the Dreamland site in Margate, the oldest existing wooden fairground ride in England and the third oldest in the world.  This is a unique survival from the high point of seaside leisure development in the inter-war period, when Margate re-emerged as a leading resort destination in the south of England. 

The Scenic Railway, and the wider Dreamland site, was to feature as a key component in the renaissance of Margate as a seaside destination, complementing the proposed new Turner Contemporary gallery, the restoration of the Old Town and the enhancement of the seafront esplanade.  
A team from English Heritage visited the scenic railway site yesterday to assess the damage and, thanks to the quick action of the emergency services, which limited the extent of the fire, it is felt that it would be feasible to repair the structure.  Indeed the structure has been rebuilt on two previous occasions after fires.
The structure is so synonymous with the town that Margate without the scenic railway is inconceivable and English Heritage will support the site owner, Thanet District Council and the people of Margate in their efforts to resurrect this unique part of their heritage and to restore it to its position at the heart of the town."   
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